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Bermuda Audubon Society

Mission

To conserve Bermuda’s special
bird life and habitats for the

benefit of all.



70 Years of Bermuda Audubon Society
                        1954-2024   
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Eastern Bluebird - Sialis sialis

“The Bluebird carries the sky on its back
and the earth on its breast”



Call

Song

https://search.macaulaylibrary.org/catalog?taxonCode=easblu&mediaType=audio&regionCode=BM
https://search.macaulaylibrary.org/catalog?taxonCode=easblu&mediaType=audio&regionCode=BM


Habitat Food

Nesting Behavior
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Habitat:       Open country around trees.  Found around agricultural
                      fields, golf courses, parks, backyards, and cemeteries.

Food:           Mostly insects, wild fruit and berries. Occasionally,
                      larger prey items such as lizards and tree frogs.

Nest:            Cavity nesters. Almost entirely dependent on man-made
                      nest boxes.

Behavior:    Typically perches on wires, fence posts or branches. 
                      Swoops to ground to catch prey but may occasionally  
                      catch insects in mid-air. 
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1870s - Introduction of House Sparrow



1940s -  Cedar Scale Imported



1957 - Introduction of the  Great Kiskadee
1960's - Arrival of European Starling



1960s - Liberal Use of Pesticides



1970s - Period of Rapid Development



Bluebird Nest Boxes
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Bluebird Heroes

Tommy Outerbridge Stuart Smith



3.26 Locations   190 Boxes





Types of Nest Boxes



Features of Nest Box

Exactly 1.5 inch opening
NO perch

Roof with overhang for shade
Ventilation spaces beneath roof

4 inch square base
Drainage holes in base

8 inch deep
Stairs below opening

Hinge to open box
Unpainted or pale pastel colours



Location of Nest Box

5 feet off the ground
Open grassy field

Away from overhanging trees
Mount on free standing pole

In vicinity of suitable perch sites
Consider wind direction

Avoid Pesticide Use
 Bermuda Bluebird Society can helpy



Bluebird Development



Time to GO!!





Timeline

Nest Building                 4-5 days
Egg Laying                     1 per day, 4-6 eggs  
Egg Incubation             12-14 days
Stop Opening Box        12-14 days 
Time to Fledge              15-18 days 
Feeding by Parents      21 days                    



Nest Box Management

Once per week once box is up
Twice per week after 1st egg

Remove Sparrow Nests
Remove Broken Eggs or Dead Chicks

Observe for Mites
Observe Health of Chicks

Record Progress



Nest Box Monitoring

https://nestwatch.org/


What to do about Sparrows
Passive 
Placement away from dense houses and buildings
Discourage Sparrows in Area - No feeders
Set up box at appropriate time
Alternative Nest Box Designs - Gilbertson
Alternative Nest Box Heights

Active
Monitor Regularly and Remove Nests and Remove 
    Nests and Remove Nests  and Remove Nests . . . .
Sparrow Spooker after first egg is laid
Monofilament Line near opening
Sparrow Traps



Other Threats



More Threats



Who to call for help

Bird Emergencies
BAMZ  293-2727   #999

Lynn Thorne  799-8888

Other Info and Advice
Bermuda Bluebird Society

    777-9856  smitty@ibl.bm

Bermuda Audubon Society 
    735-0441  info@audubon.bm
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We Need Your Help!
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Future Bluebird Heroes

Yo
ur

 Picture Here Yo
ur

 Picture Here
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We Need Your Help!

Donate:
   Bermuda Bluebird Society
   Bermuda Audubon Society
   Buy Back Bermuda
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We Need Your Help!
Protect Your Own Open Spaces
   Create nature friendly habitat around your home
   Think twice before you develop
   Make arrangements for long term habitat protection 
       Donate to Buy Back Bermuda, BAS or BNT
       Designate your property as a Protected Conservation Area

Support Advocacy for habitat protection

Support Research 
 



Thank You
Photographs:  Richard Brewer, Andrea Webb, Tim
White, Andrew Dobson, LeShun Smith, Miguel Mejias,
NABS and others I have missed.

Bluebird Song: Neal Morris

Christmas Bird Count Data: National Audubon Society

Stuart Smith and his team of Bluebird Monitors

Jennifer Gray and her team of Bluebird Box Builders






























